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CHANGING AND EXPANDING ROLE OF TEACHER IN HIGHER EDUCATION
FROM ‘INFORMATION DISPENSER’ TO ‘MANAGERS OF LEARNING’

*Dr. Nandini Vaz Fernandes and #Dr. Nandkumar N Sawant
*Associate Professor, Department of Zoology;# Principal/Head of Institution, Associate Professor, Department of Geography & ResearchCenter, Parvatibai Chowgule College of Arts & Science(Autonomous),Gogol, Margao Goa, India – 403602.

ABSTRACT:Education system is undergoing transformation at a very fast pace globally. Most of thehigher education institutions all over the world are focusing on ‘quality’ of education ratherthan ‘quantity’. There is paradigm shift in making education more relevant rather than justawarding a degree. A lot of emphasis is laid on imparting education which enhancesemployability skills. Government has introduced multiple initiatives for improvising qualityof education in the country. There are also quality checks and motivations for excellencethrough assessments and ranking initiatives by the government. With this paradigm shift ofquality over quantity, the role of teachers in the higher education sector also needs to changeto meet the demands of a new era. The present research is a case study which focuses oninitiatives taken by Parvatibai Chowgule College, in Goa India, to help impart qualityeducation. The present study throws a gainful insight on the changing and expanding rolethe teacher, in order to enable the institution to achieve its vision of quality enhancement ofeducation. It emphasizes that the teacher  in higher education institutes have to be multi-tasker with ten key competencies to impart quality education, which can then havecumulative impact on the overall scenario of quality in higher education institutions in India.
Keywords: Pedagogies of teaching-learning, curriculum, skills.
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INTRODUCTION:The biggest challenge confronting the highereducation institutions (HEIs) in India is lowemployability of our graduates. Qualityteaching needs HEIs to ensure that theeducation they offer meets the expectationsof students and the requirements ofemployers, both today and for the future
(Hénard and Roseveare, 2012). There aremany reports on the challenges which facethe higher education sectors in India. Thebasic problems facing higher education in thecountry includes inadequate infrastructureand facilities, large vacancies in facultypositions, low student enrolment rate,outdated teaching methods, decliningresearch standards, unmotivated students,overcrowded classrooms and widespreadgeographic, ethnic and socio-economicimbalances (Jahan KK and Selvarani, 2015).Strategic vision and leadership is needed toaddress the issue of quality education andskill development and fully engage faculty inthe potential offered by the new modes ofteaching and learning (Fernandes NV and

Sawant NN, 2017). This again was researchat Chowgule college which suggested thatemployability skills can be inculcated andenhanced in the graduates, by multilevelintervention, and that the greatest onus ofbringing transformation lies on the teachersand the ‘teacher educators’. Thus there ismajor focus on making education morerelevant in terms of increasing employmentopportunities. The nation has embarked

upon initiating a number of development-linked strategies to promote quality in highereducation. The HEIs ensures the quality ofthe educational process with the help ofaccreditation agencies established for thepurpose. The main agency which accreditsuniversities and colleges in general educationis the National Assessment and AccreditationCouncil (NAAC) established by the UGC in1994. Various ranking methods like NIRF andIEI rank institutes based on academic,research performance and other parameters.These assessment and ranking systems helpto facilitate collaborative work on qualityassurance in higher education institutions.With these initiatives to check quality inHEIs, the role of teachers also needs tochange drastically. In addition to being, firstand foremost, a subject expert acquaintedwith ways to transmit knowledge, highereducation teachers are now required to haveeffective pedagogical skills for deliveringstudent learning outcomes. They also need toco-operate with students, colleagues fromother departments, and with externalstakeholders as members of a dynamiclearning community. Considering this, thepresent study highlights and discusses thechanging role of teachers in HEIs.
METHODOLOGY:The present paper is outcome of progressivestudy, observations and interventions toimprovise quality of education in ParvatibaiChowgule College, an autonomous, graduate
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