
PARVATIBAI CHOWGULE COLLEGE OF ARTS AND SCIENCE (AUTONOMOUS), 

MARGAO - GOA 

SYLLABUS FOR PROGRAMME BACHELOR OF ARTS IN PHILOSOPHY 

SEMESTER III 

Course Title: Classical Indian Philosophy (up to schools of Buddhism)  

Course Code: PHI-III.C-5 

Credits:04 

Marks:100 

Duration: 60 hours 

The paper shall have sixty hours of one hour duration i.e., four hours per week over a period 

of fifteen weeks of a semester 

Course Objective: The objective of the paper is to– 

1) Expose students to the foundations of Indian Philosophy 

2) Enable the students to understand some of the classical systems of Indian Philosophy 

Course Outcome–At the end of the course students should– 

CO 1:  Discover the epistemological, metaphysical and ethical foundation of different 

schools of Indian Philosophy.  

CO 2:  Quote and examine philosophical concepts of materialism through different 

materialistic schools of Indian Philosophy. 

CO 3:  Demonstrate the inter-linking bonds between Indian and Western perspectives 

through theory of relativism.  

CO 4:  Recommend ways in which Indian philosophical concepts can be applied to modern 

consciousness to create a holistic approach to Indian philosophy. 

SYLLABUS 

Unit I: Foundations of Indian Philosophy                               (15 hours) 

1:1 The Vedas 

1:2 The Upanisads 

1:3 The Bhagwad Gita 

1:4 Sutras and Prasthana-trayas 

Unit II: Charvaka Philosophy                                                     (15 hours) 

2. 1. Epistemology 

2. 2. Metaphysics 

2. 3. Ethics 

Unit III: Jaina Philosophy                                                    (15 hours) 

3. 1. Epistemology 



3. 2. Metaphysics 

3. 3. Relativism 

 

 

Unit IV: Buddhist Philosophy                                            (15 hours) 

4. 1. Four Noble Truths 

4. 2. Philosophical Doctrines of Buddhism. 

4. 3. Schools of Buddhism 
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Course Title: STUDY OF WORLD RELIGIONS 

Course code: PHI-III.E-1 

Credits: 04 

Marks: 100 

Duration: 60 hours 

The paper shall have sixty hours of one hour duration i.e. four hours per week over a period of 

fifteen weeks of a semester. 

Course Objective: The objective of the paper is to: 

1) Introduce the students to the major religions of the world. 

2) Study the belief system and teachings in particular religion. 

3) Enable the students to compare different religions. 

Course Outcome: At the end of this course students should be able to- 

CO 1:  Awareness of multiple religious traditions and cultures. 

CO 2:  Knowledge of rituals used in different religious traditions. 

CO 3:  Awareness of the concept of “religion” and its evolution in multifaceted ways. 

CO 4:  General appreciation for the different religious traditions all over the world. 

SYLLABUS 

Unit I: Hinduism                     (15 hours) 

1:1 History 

1:2 Concepts 

1:3 Myths, beliefs, Customs and Practices 

1:4 Sacred Texts and Scriptures. 

Unit II: Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism                                                                        (15 hours) 

2. 1. Buddhism: Origin, History and Development, Schools, Practices 

2. 2. Jainism: History, Schools, Principles, Teachings, Ethics and Sects 

2. 3. Sikhism: History, Pro-founders, Worship, Beliefs and Practices 

Unit III:  Judaism, Christianity and Islam                                                             (15 hours) 

3. 1. Judaism: History; Old testaments; Torah; Ten Commandments; Beliefs 

and practices. 

3. 2. Christianity:  Origin; Concepts of Christianity; Beliefs and Practices; New Testament; 

Major Denominations. 

3. 3. Islam: Origin; Beliefs and Practices; Five pillars; Sects. 

 

 



Unit IV: Confucianism Taoism and Universal Religion                  (15 hours) 

4. 1. Confucianism: Founders and Teachings; Beliefs and Practices 

4. 2. Taoism: Founders and Teachings; Beliefs and Practices 

4. 3. Elements of Universal religion 
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Course Title: PHILSOPHY OF MIND  

Course code: PHI-III.E-2 

Credits: 04 

Marks: 100 

Duration: 60 hours 

The paper shall have sixty hours i.e. Four hours per week over a period of fifteen weeks of a 

semester. 

Course Objective: The objective of the paper is to: 

1) Introduce the students to various theories of mind. 

2) Study the nature of mind, mental functions and mental events. 

3) Enable the students to have knowledge about the current issues in philosophy of mind. 

Course Outcome: At the end of this course students should be able to- 

CO 1:  Enumerate and elaborate various basic concepts of the mind-body problem in 

philosophical thought.  

CO 2:  Interpret how different theories have evolved and developed over centuries with 

regard to philosophy of the mind.  

CO 3:  Apply the concepts of philosophy of the mind to emphasize an understanding of the 

human condition and context.  

CO 4:  Critically analyze and assess the value of philosophical ways of thinking with regard 

to philosophical study of the human mind. 

SYLLABUS 

Unit I:      Introduction             (15 hours) 

1:1 Nature of Philosophy of Mind. 

1:2 Survey of the Problems of Philosophy of Mind. 

1:3 Ancient and modern concepts of mind. 

II:     Psychological Aspect of Mind          (15 hours) 

2. 1. Theory of personality- Freud, Adler and Jung. 

2. 2. Theory of Dreams-Freud. 

2. 3. Parapsychology-Telepathy, clairvoyance, Psychokinesis 

Unit III:     Mind and Body Problem          (15 hours) 

3. 1. Mind-body relation- Interactionism, Psycho-physical parallelism and 

Epiphenomenalism. 

3. 2. Personal Identity-Memory criterion and Bodily criterion. 

3. 3. Our Knowledge of other minds. 

 



Unit IV:      Indian Concept of Mind                         (15 hours) 

4. 1. Concept of mind in Yoga, Nyaya and Vedanta. 

4. 2. Difference between mind and self in Indian philosophy. 

4. 3. Difference between Antahkarana and the western concept of mind. 
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Course Title: Symbolic Logic 

Course Code:  PHI-III.E-3 

Credits: 04 

Marks: 100 

Duration: 60 hours 

The paper shall have sixty hours i.e. Four hours per week over a period of fifteen 

weeks of a semester. 

Course Objective: The objective of the paper is to– 

1. Expose the students to modern logic 

2. Enable the students to realize the difference between traditional and modern logic 

3. Enable the students to realize the advantage of modern logic over traditional logic 

4. Enable the students to understand and use symbolic logic procedures for analyzing 

and assessing deductive arguments. 

Course Outcome: At the end of the course students should be able to– 

CO 1:  Enumerate and elaborate the basic concepts of logic – what it means for an 

argument to be valid and consistent.  

CO 2:  Interpret on different theories have evolved and developed to recognize and 

construct correct logical deductions and refutations.  

CO 3:  Apply the concepts of philosophy to evaluate normal language sentences in 

precise symbolic format.  

CO 4:  Critically analyze and assess the value of logical thinking in a practical 

context. 

SYLLABUS 

Unit I–Propositional Logic                                                                                  (15 hours) 

1.1.        Simple and compound propositions 

1.2.        Symbolizing the statements 

1.3.       Truth-Table 

1.4.        Identifying statement forms using truth-table 

1.5.        Testing the validity of truth functional arguments using truth-table 

Unit II-Method of Formal Proof–I                                                                   (15 hours) 

2.1.        Formal proof of validity 

2.2.        Rules of Inference 



2.3.        Rules of Replacement 

Unit III– Method of Formal Proof–II                             (15 hours) 

3.1.        Rule of Conditional Proof 

3.2.        Rule of Indirect Proof 

3.3.        Proving in validity by the method of assigning truth value. 

Unit IV–Predicate Logic                                                                                       (15 hours) 

4.1.        The need for quantification 

4.2.        Universal and Existential quantifiers. 

4.3.        Rules of quantification 

4.4.        Testing the validity of quantificational arguments. 
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Course Title: Value Education (Elective/GEC) 

Course Code: PHI-III.E-4 

Credits: 04 

Marks: 100 

Duration: 60 hours 

The paper shall have sixty hours i.e. Four hours per week over a period of fifteen weeks 

of a semester. 

Course Objective: The paper is designed with following objectives– 

1) Inculcating education of morals and values as fundamentally important aims at 

making a life meaningful in all its dimensions. 

2) Values are related to the norms of a culture hence values tend to influence attitudes 

and behavior and help to solve common human problems. 

3) Enables the learners to select within the contexts of debate and struggle, those values 

that support the Good Society and its citizens 

4) Persuading others that on ground level values such as peace, love, respect and justice 

can be understood theoretically. 

Course Outcome: At the end of the course the students should be able to– 

CO 1:  Enumerate various processes of value formation and understand their impact 

on individual values and social phenomena.  

CO 2:  Interpret Individual-Group Behavior: conformity and nonconformity to values 

in various relationships.  

CO 3:  Appraise various traditional value systems with minimal personal bias, and 

their practical applicability in the modern scenario.  

CO 4:  Integrate Psychological, Ethical and Aesthetic Values for ethics of 

sustainability. 

SYLLABUS 

Unit – I Value Education         (15 hours) 

1.1 Value education- its purpose and significance 

1.2 Value Education: Then and Now 

1.3 Value enculturation: Family, School, Society 

1.4 Role of Culture and Civilization. 

1.5 Present deterioration in Value System 

UNIT- II Psychological, Ethical and Aesthetic Values                                  (15 hours) 

2.1 Emotional Maturity 

2.2  Virtues for Self 

2.3 Creativity 

2.4  Imagination 

UNIT–III Personality Development                                                              (15 hours) 

3.1. Leadership 

3.2. Communication 



3.3. Attitude and Aptitude 

3.4. Self-esteem 

UNIT-IV towards an Ethics of Sustainability                                                  (15hours) 

4.1 Social Equality and Peace 

4.2 Conservation and Development 

4.3 Women Empowerment. 

4.4 Environmental Awareness 
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Course Title: PHILOSOPHY AND FILMS (SEC) 

Course Code: PHI.INT-02 

Credits: 04 

Marks: 100 

Duration: 60 hours 

The paper shall have sixty hours of one hour duration i.e. four hours per week over a 

period of fifteen weeks of a semester. 

Course Objective: The objective of the paper is to – 

1. Explore philosophical problems surrounding films: as a form of entertainment and 

also as a work of art. 

2. Approach the cognitive, psychological and ethical dwellings of film and inherent 

relationship between film and philosophy. 

3. Enable the students to approach a movie not only as a mode of entertainment but also 

as a spectator to evaluate it as a critique so that they get exposed to the field of 

interdisciplinary work in aesthetics and cognitive science. 

4. Stimulate innovative interactions between students that will allow students to make 

enriching connections between two disciplines, i.e. Philosophy and Films. 

Course Outcome: At the end of the course student should be able to – 

CO 1:  Elaborate upon the concepts in the philosophy of movies.  

CO 2:  Interpret a film plot in the context of philosophical thinking and apply the 

concepts of philosophy that are learnt from films in practical situations. 

CO 3:  Design videos, plays, etc. that depict human life in the aesthetic context of 

movies 

CO 4:  Assess arguments for and against concepts that crop up through a study of 

films. 

SYLLABUS 

Unit I – Analytic and cognitive approaches      (15 hours) 

1:1 Philosophy around films 

1:2 Document, Documentary and Narratives 

1:3 Thought orientation through motion picture 

1:4 Text, Context and Non-text 

 

 

 

Unit II – Film and Practical Approach      (15 hours) 

2. 1. Photography and Representation: Beauty, Symbolism and Metaphors 

2. 2. Presentation: Reality and Fiction  

2. 3. Teachings through Cinema 

2. 4. Film Criticism and Virtue theory 



Unit III – Development of Psychological Elements in Films   (15 hours) 

3. 1. Films and Emotions: Fear, Comedy, Empathy, Suspense 

3. 2. Imagination, Identification and Spectatorship 

3. 3. Communication and Persuasion 

3. 4. Photographic Psychology: Image and Psyche 

Unit IV– Ethics in films        (15 hours) 

4. 1. Ethics in Filmmaking  

4. 2. Authorship and copyright 

4. 3. Evils and Issues: Pornography, Freewill 

4. 4. Civil Rights Ordinance 

References 

Mandatory reading: 

1. Carroll, Noël and Jinhee Choi. (2006). Philosophy of Film and Motion Pictures.  

Malden: Blackwell Publishing. 

2. Colman, Felicity. (ed). (2009). Film, Theory and Philosophy: the key thinkers. 

Montreal and Kingston: McGill-Queens University Press.  

3. Freeland, Cynthia A. and Thomas E. Wartenberg (eds.).  (1995). Philosophy and 

Film.  New York:  Routledge.  

4. Tredell, Nicholas, (ed.). (2002). Cinemas of the Mind:  A Critical History of Film 

Theory.  Cambridge: Icon Books.  

Supplementary readings: 

1. Allen, Richard and Malcolm Turvey (eds.). (2001).Wittgenstein, Theory and the Arts. 

London: Routledge. 

2. Bordwell, David. (1997). Narration in the Fiction Film. New York: Routledge. 

3. Currie, Gregory. (1995). Image and Mind: Film, Philosophy, and Cognitive Science. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

4. Plantinga, Carl. (1997). Rhetoric and Representation in Nonfiction Film. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

5. Tan, Ed S. (1996). Emotion and the Structure of Narrative Film: Film As An Emotion 

Machine. London: Routledge. 

Web links: 

1. Choi, Jinhee. “Apperception on Display: Structural Films and Philosophy.” The 

Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism, vol. 64, no. 1, 2006, pp. 165–172. JSTOR, 

www.jstor.org/stable/3700501. 

 

 

 

 

 



SEMESTER IV 

Course Title:  ORTHODOX INDIAN PHILOSOPHY 

Course Code:  PHI-IV.C-6 

Credits: 04 

Marks: 100 

Duration: 60 hours 

The paper shall have sixty hours of one hour duration i.e. four hours per week over a 

period of fifteen weeks of a semester. 

CourseObjective:  The objective of the paper is to – 

1. Introduce the different orthodox systems to the students. 

2. Enable the students to understand the commonalities and differences among the 

different orthodox systems. 

3. Enable the students to frame their own opinion on different philosophical issues. 

Course Outcome: At the end of the course students should be able to – 

CO 1:  Identify and describe the orthodox systems of Indian Philosophy, and assess 

the process of evolution of thought in each of these schools.  

CO 2:  Critically analyze various theories given by the orthodox schools, apply their 

practical aspects to modern society.  

CO 3:  Compare between the orthodox systems of Indian Philosophy and between 

Indian and Western Schools. 

CO 4:  Formulate creative alternatives to the philosophical arguments given in the 

Orthodox Indian schools of thought 

SYLLABUS 

Unit I –Nyāya-Vaiśeṣika Philosophy.                                                         (15 hours) 

1.1. Nyāya Philosophy – Epistemology and Causation. 

1.2. Vaiśeṣika Philosophy – Padārthas and Atomism. 

 

Unit II –Sāṃkhya-Yoga Philosophy.                                                           (15 hours) 

2.1. SāṃkhyaPhilosophy – Concepts of Prakṛti and Puruṣa, Theory of evolution. 

2.2. Yoga Philosophy – Aṣṭāṅga Yoga and The problem of God. 

 

Unit III –Mīmāṃsā and Advaita Philosophy                                              (15 hours) 

3. 1. Mīmāṃsā Philosophy – Theory of truth and validity, Theories of error. 



3. 2. Advaita Philosophy – Concept of Brahman, Māyā and the world, Brahman 

and Ātman. 

Unit IV – Viśiṣṭādvaitaand Dvaita Philosophy                                          (15 hours)        

4.1. Viśiṣṭādvaita Philosophy - Concept of God, nature and status of the world, 

liberation and means to attain it. 

4.2. Dvaita Philosophy – Concept of Difference and five-fold differences, Concept 

of God, Liberation and means to attain it. 

 

References 

Mandatory reading: 

1. Chatterjee, S.C. and D.M.Datta. (1968). An Introduction to Indian Philosophy. 

University of Calcutta. 

2. Sinha, J.N. (2006). Indian Philosophy (Vol-1&II). New Delhi: MotilalBanarsidass 

Publishers Pvt. Ltd. 

3. Dasgupta, Surendranath. (2010 Reprint). A History of Indian Philosophy (Vol I). New 

Delhi: MotilalBanarsidass Publishers Pvt.Ltd. 

4. Hiriyanna M. (1973). Essentials of Indian Philosophy. Mumbai: George Allen & 

Unwin (India) Pvt. Ltd.  

5. Sharma. C.D. (1979). A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy. New Delhi: 

MotilalBanarsidass Publishers Pvt. Ltd. 

Supplementary reading:  

1. Bishop, Donold H. (ed).(1975). Indian Thought and Introduction. Delhi: Wiley 

Eastern Pvt.Ltd. 

2. Mohanty, J.N. (2000). Classical Indian Philosophy. U.K; Oxford University Press. 

3. Puligandla, Ramakrishna. (2008). Fundamentals of Indian Philosophy. New Delhi: 

D.K.PrintworldPvt.Ltd. 

Web Links: 

1. THE PHILOSOPHY OF MADHVA DVAITA VEDĀNTANagraj RaoAnnals of the 

Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Vol. 23, No. 1/4 (1942), pp. 379-385 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/44002578 
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/44002578?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=traditional&searchText=vedanta&searchText=philosophy&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Dtraditional%2Bvedanta%2Bphilosophy&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_SYC-4946%2Fcontrol&refreqid=search%3A8e7a6ca4fd94ae5ca969356ee13caba1
https://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?si=1&Query=au%3A%22Nagraj+Rao%22
https://www.jstor.org/stable/44002578


Course Title: PROBLEMS OF PHILOSOPHY 

Course Code: PHI-IV. E-5 

Credits: 04 

Marks: 100 

Duration: 60 hours 

The paper shall have sixty hours of one hour duration i.e. four hours per week over a 

period of fifteen weeks of a semester. 

CourseObjective: The objective of the paper is to – 

1. Introduce to the students some of the main philosophical topics. 

2. Introduce the students to the philosophical modes of thought. 

Course Outcome: At the end of the course student should be able to – 

CO 1:  To describe the distinctive agendas of different areas of philosophy.  

CO 2:  To identify the different Philosophical issues.  

CO 3:  To apply philosophical methods in understanding society  

CO 4:  Explain various meta-ethical theories. 

SYLLABUS 

Unit I – Metaphysics                                                                                            (15 hours) 

1.1.Realism v/s Idealism 

1.2.Appearance and Reality 

1.3.Substance and Universals 

1.4.Causation and Human Freedom 

 Unit II – Epistemology                                                                                        (15 hours) 

2.1. Rationalism v/s Empiricism 

2.2. Knowledge and its sources 

2.3. Skepticism 

2.4. Truth : Western Theories 

 

Unit III – Meta-ethics                                                                                           (15 hours) 

3.1. Normative Ethics and Meta-ethics 

3.2. Meta-ethical theories: Emotivism, Prescriptivism, Naturalism, Intuitionism 

 

Unit IV – Philosophical Methods                                    (15 hours) 

4.1. Introduction to Philosophical Methods 

4.2. Phenomenology 

4.3. Hermeneutics 

4.4. Apophasis/ Via-Negativa 



References 

Mandatory reading: 

1. Hospers, John. (1994). An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis. Mumbai: Allied 

Publishers Pvt. Ltd. 

2. Rai, Chhaya. (1980). Studies in Philosophical Methods. University of Jabalpur 

3. Russell, Bertrand. (1912). The Problems of Philosophy. U.K: Oxford University 

Press. 

4. Edward, Paul. (1972). Encyclopedia of philosophy. New York: Macmillan 

5. Gensler, Harry. J. (1988). Ethics: A ContemporaryIntroduction. London and New 

York: Routledge Publishers 

 

Supplementary reading: 

1. Moran, Dermot. (2000). Introduction to phenomenology. USA: Routledge Publishers. 

2. Miller, Alexander (2003). An Introduction to Contemporary Meta ethics. UK: 

Blackwell Publishers. 

3. Sherrat, Yvonne. (2006). Continental Philosophy of Social Science. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press.  

4. Cunningham, G. Watts. (1956). Problems of Philosophy – An Introductory survey. 

Chuckervertty, Chatterjee& CO, Ltd. Calcutta.  

5. Introduction to Philosophy. (2010). University of Ibadan Distance Course Centre 

Open and Distance CourseCourse Series Development. Prof. BayoOkunade (editor). 

Nigeria 

 

Web links:  

1. The Methods and Problems of Philosophy . Jared S. Moore . Philosophy, Vol. 16, No. 

61 (Jan., 1941), pp. 56-73 https://www.jstor.org/stable/3747645 

2. Moral Philosophy and Meta-Ethics . Mary Mothersill . The Journal of Philosophy, 

Vol. 49, No. 18 (Aug. 28, 1952), pp. 587-594 https://www.jstor.org/stable/2020439 

3. On Philosophical Subjects and Methods . Fuchun Peng, Xuemeng Cheng . Frontiers 

of Philosophy in China, Vol. 1, No. 3 (Sep., 2006), pp. 432-454 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/30209981 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/3747645?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=problems&searchText=of&searchText=philosophy&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Dproblems%2Bof%2Bphilosophy&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_SYC-4946%2Fcontrol&refreqid=search%3A71aecfc8370967d11b4f8b4ab1036c70
https://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?si=1&Query=au%3A%22Jared+S.+Moore%22
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3747645
https://www.jstor.org/stable/2020439?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=theories&searchText=of&searchText=meta&searchText=ethics&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Dtheories%2Bof%2Bmeta%2Bethics&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_SYC-4946%2Fcontrol&refreqid=search%3A343a255e5c27ef33c4f87b96ea4d493a
https://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?si=1&Query=au%3A%22Mary+Mothersill%22
https://www.jstor.org/stable/30209981?Search=yes&resultItemClick=true&searchText=philosophical&searchText=methods&searchUri=%2Faction%2FdoBasicSearch%3FQuery%3Dphilosophical%2Bmethods&ab_segments=0%2Fbasic_SYC-4946%2Fcontrol&refreqid=search%3A6bf5a815bf466db499af47c6216517e6
https://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?si=1&Query=au%3A%22Fuchun+Peng%22
https://www.jstor.org/action/doBasicSearch?si=1&Query=au%3A%22Xuemeng+Cheng%22


Course Title: POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY 

Course Code: PHI-IV.E-6 

Credits: 04 

Marks: 100. 

Duration: 60 hours 

This paper shall have sixty hours of one hour duration i.e. four hours per week over a 

period of fifteen weeks of a semester. 

 Course Objective: The objective of the paper is to – 

1. Introduce the students to the ancient, modern and contemporary political thinkers and 

the theories. 

2. To study the theories as foundations of the political set up. 

 

Course Outcome: At the end of the course students should be able to – 

CO 1:  Critically analyze the political ideas, concepts and theories of different 

thinkers, and understand the necessity, evolution and their application in modern 

society.  

CO 2:  Examine various concepts involved in political philosophy and the roots of 

political ideologies. 

CO 3:  Demonstrate the underlying philosophy behind a particular political system 

and form of governance.  

CO 4:  Rank the efficacy of a political ideology in a given society, while integrating 

creative suggestions to help enhance political governance through following of the 

same. 

SYLLABUS 

Unit I – Ancient Political Philosophers       (15 hours)                                                                                           

1.1. Plato   

1.2. Aristotle 

1.3. Cicero   

1.4. Kautilya 

Unit II – Contemporary Political Philosophers.                  (15 hours)          

2. 1. J. S.  Mill 

2. 2. John Rawls 

2. 3. B.R Ambedkar 

2. 4. Mahatma Gandhi         

 Unit III – Political ideology - I                                                           (15 hours)        

3.1. Monarchism                        

3.2. Contractualism 

3.3. Democracy 

3.4. Communism 



 Unit IV – Political ideology - II       (15 hours) 

4.1. Fascism 

4.2. Sarvodaya 

4.3. Radicalism 

4.4. Multiculturalism 

References 

Mandatory reading: 

1. Cahn, Steve. M (2010.). Political Philosophy – (3rd Ed.).U.K: Oxford University Press. 

2. Coleman, Janet. (2000). A History of Political Thought: From Ancient Greece to Early 

Christianity. U.K: Blackwell Publishers Ltd. 

3. Dunning, William. A. (1902). A History of Political Theories-Ancient andMedieval. New 

York: The Macmillan Company. 

4. Jayapalan, N. (2003). Indian Political Thinkers. New Delhi: Atlantic Publishers. 

5. Shamasastry, R. (1956). Kautilya’sArthasastra. Mysore: Mysore Printing and Publishing 

House. 

 

Supplementary reading:  

1. Eva, Pfostl. (2014). Between Ethics and Politics: Gandhi Today. New Delhi: 

Routledge. 

2. Ghoshal, Upendra. N. (1959). A History of Indian Political Ideas: The Ancient Period 

and the Period of Transition to the Middle Age. London: Oxford University Press. 

3. Gokhle, B.K. (1985). Study of Political Theory. Mumbai: Himalaya Publishing 

House. 

4. Haworth, Alan. (2012).Understanding the political philosophers: From ancient to 

modern times – (2nd Ed). New York: Routledge. 

5. Mashruwala, K.G. (195). Gandhi and Marx. Ahmadabad: JivanjiDahyabhai Desai 

Navajivan Press. 

6. Owen, David and Laden, Anthony Simon. (2007). Multiculturalism and 

PoliticalTheory. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

7. Rawls, John. (1973). A Theory of Justice. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

8. Raphael, D. D. (2nd edition). (1990). Macmillan Publishers Limited. Palgrave, 

London.    

 

Web links: 

1. Why Political Philosophy? (pp. 1-9). From: Political Philosophy. STEVEN B. 

SMITHYale University Press (2012) https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt32bv21  

2. FASCISM (pp. 151-170); From: Karl Polanyi's Political and Economic Thought: A 

Critical Guide. Gareth Dale, Mathieu Desan. Agenda Publishing (2019) 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctvnjbfgk  

3. SARVODAYA. BUDDHADEB BHATTACHARYYA. The Indian Journal of 

Political Science, Vol. 19, No. 4 (October-December 1958), pp. 375-387 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/42753640  

4. Multiculturalism (pp. 21-26). From: Significant difference? A comparative analysis of 

multicultural policies in the United Kingdom and the Netherlands. Laura Coello. 

Amsterdam University Press (2010) https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt6wp5j3  



Course Title: PHILOSOPHY OF HUMAN RIGHTS (Elective/GEC) 

Coursecode: PHI-IV.E -7 

Credits: 04 

Marks: 100 

Duration: 60 hours 

The paper shall have sixty hours of one hour duration i.e. four hours per week over a 

period of fifteen weeks of a semester. 

CourseObjective: The objective of the paper is to – 

1. Enable the students to study the historical evolution and to understand the types and 

basic concepts involved in human rights. 

2. Introduce the students to the nature and practical importance of human rights.  

3. To make them aware of national and international human rights policies. 

 

Course Outcome: At the end of the course students should be able to – 

CO 1:  Analyze the historical evolution of human rights and its changing nature, as 

well as the need for responsibility and freedom to help its growth. 

CO 2:  Examine basic concepts of human rights such as Freedom, Equality and 

Justice, Individual Rights and Universal Rights  

CO 3:  Compare various types of human rights and apply them in a given situation.  

CO 4:  Evaluate the process of governance of human rights in an international 

context, and formulate suggestions to facilitate, protect and promote human rights at 

the national and international level. 

SYLLABUS 

Unit I – Introduction                                                                                             (15 hours)                                                                                                                                                                                                         

1.1.Meaning, nature and ethical foundation of Human Rights 

1.2.Philosophical Evolution of Human Rights  

1.3.Rights, Responsibilities and Freedom 

 

Unit II – Basic Concepts                                                                                       (15 hours) 

2. 1.Freedom, Equality and Justice 

2. 2.Individual Rights v/s Group Rights  

2. 3.Universal Rights v/s Relativism 

 

 

Unit III – Types of Human Rights                                                                        (15 hours) 

3.1. Social and Economic Rights. 

3.2. Rights of Women and Children 



3.3. Civil and Political Rights 

3.4. Minority Rights 

 

Unit IV – Governance of Human Rights                                                             (15 hours) 

4.1. Universal declaration of human rights 

4.2. Indian Constitution and Human Rights 

4.3. Human Rights in International Context 

 

References 

Mandatory reading: 

1. Benn, S.I. and Peters, R.S. (1959). Social Principles and the Democratic State. 

London: Allen and Unwin.  

2.  Donnelly, Jack. (2013). Universal Human Rights in Theory and Practice. New York: 

Cornell University Press. 

3. Morsink, Johannes. (1999). TheUniversal Declaration of Human Rights: Origins, 

Drafting and Intent. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 

 

Supplementary reading: 

1. Cook, Rebecca J. (1994). Human Rights of Women: National and International 

Prespectives. Philaldelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 

2. Douzinas, Costas. (2007). Human Rights and Empire. U.K: Routledge.  

3. Philip, Alston. (1992). The United nations and Human Rights: A Critical Appraisal. 

Oxford: Clarendon Press. 

4. Philip, Alston. (1991). The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights. Manual of Human Rights. New York: United Nations Centre for Human 

Rights. 

5. Philip, Alston and Goodman, Ryan. (2013). International Human Rights. U.K: 

Oxford University Press. 

6. Raphael, D. D. (1970). Problems of Political Philosophy.London: Pall Mall Press 

7. Rosenbaum, S. (1980). The Philosophy of Human Rights: International Perspectives. 

Westport: Greenwood Press. 

 

Web Links: 

1. Cultural Relativism and Universal Human Rights Author(s): Jack Donnelly Source: 

Human Rights Quarterly, Vol. 6, No. 4 (Nov., 1984), pp. 400-419 Published by: The 

Johns Hopkins University Press Stable URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/762182 

2. Individual Rights Revisited Author(s): WulfGaertner, Prasanta K. Pattanaik and  

Kotaro Suzumura Source: Economica, New Series, Vol. 59, No. 234 (May, 1992), pp. 

161-177 Published by: Wiley on behalf of The London School of Economics and 

Political Science and The Suntory and Toyota International Centres for Economics 

and Related Disciplines Stable URL: https://www.jstor.org/stable/2554744 

3. Individual, collective and group rights: History, theory, practice and contemporary 

evolution Author(s): B. G. RAMCHARAN Source: International Journal on Group 

Rights, Vol. 1, No. 1 (1993), pp. 27-43 Published by: Brill Stable URL: 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/24674494 

  



Course Title: ECO-PHILOSOPHY (Elective/GEC) 

CourseCode: PHI-IV.E-8 

Credits: 04 

Marks: 100 

Duration: 60 hours 

The paper shall have sixty hours of one hour duration i.e. four hours per week over a 

period of fifteen weeks of a semester. 

CourseObjective: The objective of the paper is to – 

1. Offer a uniform and synthesized understanding of thes philosophy and ecology.  

2. Break up the anthropocentric attitudes towards environment and emphasize the 

concern for environment. 

3. Differentiating Shallow with Deep ecology as an eco-philosophy with the notion of 

development in twenty-first century.  

Course Outcome: At the end of the course student should be able to – 

CO 1:  Describe important concepts in eco-philosophy and the importance of 

theoretical basis of ecological perspectives.  

CO 2:  Discover the spirituality of ecology and its implications in the 21st century.  

CO 3:  Apply religious teachings to ecological problems as experienced in modern 

society, while connecting Indian and Western ecological movements for a holistic 

understanding of eco-criticism.  

CO 4:  Assess issues related to environmental crises and the measures that can be 

generated from ecological spirituality. 

SYLLABUS 

Unit I – Origins         (15 hours) 

1.1. What is Ecology? 

1.2. Genesis: Religious 

1.3. Nature and Value 

1.4. Metaparadigm 

1.5. Ecological Humanism 

Unit II – Contemporary Movements: Indian      (15 hours) 

2.1. Simple Living: Buddhist Perspective  

2.2. Ethics and Standards: Jaina Perspective  

2.3. Spiritual Ecology and Holism: Hinduism 

2.4. Sustainable living:  Diversity and stability in Gandhi, Ambedkar, Vivekananda 

2.5. Twenty first century India and Ecology 

Unit III – Contemporary Movements: Global      (15 hours) 

3.1. Contradictions and Limitations: Yin and Yang, Nietzsche, Heidegger, and 

Merleau-Ponty 

3.2. Eco- Feminism 

3.3. Deep Ecology 

3.4. Social Ecology and Bioregionalism 

 



Unit IV – Environmental Crises (Case Studies)    (15 hours) 

4.1. Climate Change, Global warming, Green-house effect 

4.2. Effects of Pesticides, Eco-farming 

4.3. Obligation towards Future Generation 

4.4. Biodiversity, E-waste 

  

 References 

Mandatory Reading: 

1. Joseph R. Des Jardins. (2001). Environmental Ethics: An Introduction to Environmental 

Philosophy3rd Ed. Belmont CA: Wadsworth.  

2. Frey, R. G. and Christopher Heath Wellman. (eds.) (2005). A Companion to Applied 

Ethics. USA: Blackwell Publishing.  

3. Louis P. Pojman. (2001). Environmental Ethics: Readings in Theory and Application 3th 

Ed. USA: Wadsworth/Thomson Course.  

4. Singer, Peter. (ed.) (1986). Oxford readings in Philosophy: Applied Ethics. Oxford: 

Oxford University Press. 

 

Supplementary reading:  

1. Drengson, A. and Y. Inoue (eds.). (1995). The Deep Ecology Movement: An 

Introductory Anthology. Berkeley: North Atlantic Publishers. 

2. Drengson A. & B. Devall (eds.). (2008). The Ecology of Wisdom: Writings by Arne 

Naess. Berkeley: Counterpoint Press. 

3. Kingsland, S.E. (1985) Modelling Nature: Episodes in the History of Population 

Ecology. University of Chicago Press. 

4. Næss, Arne. (1973) “The Shallow and the Deep Long-Range Ecology Movement: A 

Summary". Inquiry, 16:95-100. 

5. Taylor, Paul W. (1986). Respect for Nature: A Theory of Environmental Ethics. 

Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press. 

6. Cooper, G.J. (2007). The Science of the Struggle for Existence: On the Foundations 

of Ecology, Cambridge University Press. 

7. Hicks, C. Dietmara, R. Eugsterb, M. (2005). "The recycling and disposal of electrical 

and electronic waste in China—legislative and market responses” in Environmental 

Impact Assessment Review 25 (5): 459–471. 

8. Mies, Maria, and Shiva, Vandana. (1993) Ecofeminism, London: Zed 

Books Ltd.  

9. Shiva, Vandana. (2005, 2015) Earth Democracy: Justice, Sustainability, and Peace. 

Berkeley: North Atlantic Books. 

Web Links: 

1. An Assessment of Buddhist Eco-Philosophy. Donald K. Swearer. The Harvard 

Theological Review, Vol. 99, No. 2 (Apr., 2006), pp. 123-137 

.https://www.jstor.org/stable/4125290 

2. An Eco-Deconstructive Account of the Emergence of Normativity “Nature” (pp. 279 

-302) .From: Eco-Deconstruction: Derrida and Environmental Philosophy. Matthias 

Fritsch. Edition: 1; Fordham University (2018). 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt201mp8w 



Course Title: Practical Logic (SEC) 

Course Code: PHI-SEC-21 

Credits: 04 

Marks: 100 

Duration: 60 hours 

The paper shall have sixty hours of one hour duration i.e., four hours per week 

over a period of fifteen weeks of a semester. 

Course Objective: The paper is designed with following objectives– 

1. A practical introduction to the basic concepts of logic and various methods of 

argumentation will equip students with necessary analytical tools to understand and 

engage in critical reasoning.  

2. Extensive in-class exercises on different language uses and definitional techniques 

which will build confidence in applying the methods in a wide variety of 

circumstances and in increasingly complex arguments.  

3. A discussion on different fallacies in language combined with in-class exercises to 

illustrate the principles and ensure practical competency. 

4. To enhance reasoning skills that will enable students to answer various competitive 

examinations. 

Course Outcome: At the end of the course the students will be able to– 

CO 1:  Understand and summarize the different types of arguments by identifying its 

premises and conclusion.  

CO 2:  Apply critical thinking on denotative and connotative techniques to develop 

strong definitions.  

CO 3:  Categorize systematically the different means of communication by analyzing 

various functions of language.  

CO 4:  Distinguish different types of informal fallacies that will enable to reason 

skillfully and clarify obscurity in language. 

SYLLABUS 

UNIT – I: Propositions          (15 hours) 

1:1  Definition and nature of simple proposition and compound proposition 

1:2  Types of simple propositions and compound propositions 

1:3  Symbolic representation of simple propositions and compound propositions 

 

UNIT – II: Meaning and Definitions        (15 hours) 

2. 1. Varieties of Meaning  

2. 2. The intension and extension of terms 

2. 3. Definition and their purposes: Stipulate, Lexical, Précising, Theoretical and  

Persuasive 

2. 4. Definitional techniques: Denotative and Connotative  



2. 5. Identifying different types of definitions 

UNIT – III: Aspects of Language        (15 hours) 

3. 1. Language functions: Informative, Expressive, Directive, mixed functions of 

language 

3. 2. Emotive words  and Emotively  Neutral language 

3. 3. Dispute and Ambiguity 

3. 4. Kinds of agreement and disagreements- belief and attitude   

3. 5. Identifying the different types of agreement and disagreement  

UNIT – IV: Fallacies         (15 hours) 

4. 1. Meaning of fallacy and its classifications  

4. 2. Fallacies of Relevance 

4. 3. Fallacies of Presumption, Ambiguity  

4. 4. Identifying different kinds of fallacies 

References 

Mandatory Reading: 

1. Copi, Irving M. & Cohen, Carl. (2006) – 8th& 9th edition. Introduction to Logic. 
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Course Title: Philosophy of Existentialism in Literature and Films (GEC) 

Course Code:   PHI.INT-03 

Course Credits:  04 

Total Marks: 100 

Duration: 60 hours  

This paper shall have sixty hours of one hour duration i.e. four hours per week over a 

period of fifteen weeks of the semester. 

Course Objectives:  

The main objectives of this course in Western Philosophy that developed in the 19th and 20th 

centuries are: 

 (i) To provide the students with basic knowledge in the main areas of existentialism. 

(ii) To focus on human situations and its quest for authenticity through literature and films. 

Course Outcomes: 

CO 1:  Enumerate and elaborate upon the concepts in the school of existentialism.  

CO 2:  Critically analyze the characteristics of the school of existentialism as a 

product of a war-torn western society. 

CO 3:  Apply the concepts of existentialism in practical situations of modern living, 

and assess how these concepts exist in existential tensions. 

CO 4:  Interpret a given literary text or film in the light of philosophy of 

existentialism. 

SYLLABUS 

UNIT 1:  INTRODUCTION TO EXISTENTIALISM     (15 hours) 

1.1. Background of Existentialism as a Movement 

1.2. Meaning and Characteristics of Existentialism 

1.3. Relevance and Key Figures of Existentialism  

UNIT 2:  EXISTENTIALISM AND ONTOLOGY     (15 hours) 

2.1. The Importance of Existence over Essence  

2.2. Notion of Truth 

2.3. The Concept of God 

2.4. Being and Becoming 

UNIT 3:  CONCEPTS IN EXISTENTIALISM      (15 hours) 

3.1.   The Self and the Other 



3.2. Freedom and Choices 

3.3.   Evil and Suffering 

3.5. Alienation, Estrangement and Absurd 

3.6. Authentic Self 

3.7. Death 

UNIT 4. EXISTENTIALISM IN CONTEMPORARY CULTURE  (15 hours) 

4.1. Albert Camus’ The Stranger (1942) 

4.2. Jean Paul Sartre’s No Exit (1947) 

4.3. Rick and Morty (Television Series) 

4.4. Groundhog Day, Indian Cinema 
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